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JOHN HOSKINS TAKES
HELM AT DEPARTMENT
OF CONSERVATION

You will be heartened to hear that fellow MMTU
member John Hoskinsisnow thedirector of theMis-
souri Department of Conservation. Heand hiswife Janet
havetwo sonswho arerecent graduatesof the Univer-
sity of Missouri - Rollaand both arealso avid anglers
who prowled Mill Creek whilegoing to school.

Hoskins has been with the Conservation Depart-
ment since 1977, serving asconservation agent, regiond
protection supervisor, chief of Genera Servicesand as
Protection DivisonAdminigtrator. Heholdsabachelor’s
degreefrom Southeast Missouri State University and a
master’s from the University of Missouri.

“I’'mafly rodder,” Hoskinssays. “I’mnot apurigt,
though. I nymph fish morethan anything el se. Some of

theflies| usearealittle gaudy or wild looking ... but
they areflies,” headds. Hoskinstraceshisinterestin
trout fishing to hisfather-in-law, an avid outdoorsman
who had worked in somewestern statesand learned to
lovestreamfishing.

“For me, trout fishing isakind of soulful experi-
ence. | don't careanymorehow many fish I’ ve caught.
I’vehad great daysand I’ ve had poor days... but never
had abad day trout fishing.

“1’d rather wade asmall stream than do just about
anything else. I'll barely gotothetroubletogetina
canoeanymore... | fed likel seemoreand experience
more by taking along walk in my waders. | can stand
there, fishariffleand losetrack of timeand not move...
and| don't care.”

One of Hoskins' sonsisarod builder and an ex-
ceptiond fly tier. “Hemademaost of thegood fliesinmy
boxes,” Hoskinssays. “ Thejunk ismine! Heisanartist
withafly rod, and | dwaysenjoy watching himfish. He
can managehispresentation aswell asanyonel’ veever
seen. He'sagreat dry fly fisherman. I’ maklutz by com-
parison.”

Hoskinssayshelikesto fish the Eleven Point River.
“It'sclosetowherel grew up,” headds. Healsofishes
the North Fork, the upper Current, the Niangua and
Bennett Spring and Montauk state parks. Healso en-
joysfishingtripstothewestern U.S. He'slooking for-
ward to a September trip to Big Sky, Montana.

Jim Auckley



JUNE MEETING

Our June meeting was held at Bethel Park in Co-
lumbia, where we barbequed hot dogs, told tall tales,
andfished for bluegills. Besuretojoin usfor thisevent
next year. If you do, maybeyou' |l beabletotak Garry
Teepleout of oneof the panfishfliesheoriginated. The
Bethel Park bluegillslovethem!

AVISITTOJIM ROGERS
FLY FISHING SCHOOL

In July, afriend of mine, Jim Rogers, invited meto
attend hisfly fishing school at Bennett Spring State Park
near Lebanon, Missouri. Jimisthe concessionaireat
Bennett and hasover 45 yearsexperienceinfishing for
trout herein Missouri, aswell asfor other speciesaround
theworld. Heisahighly accomplished fly caster and
teacher, and is one of only 67 people certified

worldwide by the Federation of Fly FishersasaMaster
fly fisher. | eagerly accepted hisoffer and found his
school to be extremely worthwhile.

JmRogers School of Fly Fishing isvery complete
and includesboth classroominstruction in the Dining
Lodgeaswell ashands-on casting ingructioninthefield
directly behind thelodge.

Jim usesvideos as ateaching aid, and | was glad
that Trout Unlimited’sclassic“ TheWay of A Trout” is
one of the videos he shareswith hisstudents. If you
have never seen thisvideo, | highly recommend it to
you.

DianeTucker isthenaturaist at Bennett Spring, and
the classjoined her at the Interpretative Center for a
presentation on the aquaticinsectsliving inthe spring
branch. Itwasvery interesting, and it wasnicetoreceive
acopy of thehatch chart Diane prepared. Unfortunately,
until either DNR or MDC ingtallsfish cleaning stations
at Bennett likethe excellent onesthey haveat Roaring
River and Maramec Spring, thenumber onefood item
for Bennett’strout will continueto bewhat it hasbeen
for years—fishentrails. Sinceonly asmall increasein
the price of adaily tag will cover the added expense
involvediningdlingand maintaining fishdeaninggations
at Bennett and Montauk, maybe one of these dayswe
will be seeing them at these parks, too.

Knot tying is an area of difficulty for many fly
fishermen, and Jm did agood job of helping everyone
become proficient knot tiers. Attaching theleader to
thefly lineisatask that isparticularly problematic for
many people. Jm offered his students asimple and
effectiveway to solvethisproblem, muchtother ddight.

Jm hasspent timein the past teaching at Joan WuIff’s
fly fishing school inNew York, wherethey tekeanultra
serious approach to the sport. To hiscredit, Jim adds
an additiona e ement to hisown school - humor! This
made Jim’s classroom discussionsajoy for everyone
attending. Hehasan excedllent sense of humor and some
of hisremarkswerehilarious! Thisgreatly helped many
of the students get through some of the more
complicated, technical topicsthat were necessary for
themtolearn.



Jmisononthe Web at www.jimrogersflyschool .com,
and histelephone number is (417) 532-4307. 1f you
canfind thetime and have some extramoney to spend
(thereisacharge for the school, of course), | would
recommend you attend the Jim Rogers' School of Fly
Fishing for threemainreasons. First, itwill helpyou
brush up on somethingsyou may berusty on. Second,
youwill haveagrest time. Third, by seeing Jminaction
first-hand, you will learn how to better teach othersthe
sport weall love so much.

Educating the public can have someimportant long-
term benefits, and isone of the goals shared by many
membersof Trout Unlimited. Without adoubt, Jim’s
methodsof teaching work exceptionaly well. Onelady
attending the school, a writer from St. Louis, had
previously attended two other fly fishing schools
elsewhere. Shetold several of usthat she had learned
moreinthefirgt hour of thisschool than shehad learned
inthe other two school s combined!

Jmisclearly doing anexcellent job of educating the
public, and we canlearnalot from hisexample. Trout
need friends, and hel ping peopl eto become competent
anglers with good ethics will help ensure better
stewardship of Missouri’ s scarce coldwater resources
inthefuture.
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PRESIDENT'SMESSAGE

The 10 Best Reasons To Attend the August
M eeting

10. Thereisair conditioning

Bob Hook will beinAlaska

Wewon't be el ecting anybody
You'rebroke; it'sfree

Youmissed the July mesting
Theprogramisabout Colorado
andWyoming

A September trip to the North Fork isbeing
planned

2. Youcansignupfor this September trip
AND

1. Youwant Curt’shot dog recipefromthe
Junepicnic

WA OO N®O

TheNorthfork tripisfilling up but morearewelcome.
CometotheAugust 6, 7:30 meeting to sSign up and get
more information on this great way to fish and meet
othersthat liketo asmuch asyou do. Our December
meeting will include a photo contest or show. Don’'t
hold off contributing because you don' t think you will
win, thisisfor fun! Both didesand printswill bein-
cluded.

Seeyou Tuesday! Jeff B. Witten

MMTU CALENDAR

August 6, 7:30 p.m. MikeKruseand Curt Morgret
will discusstheir western vacations.

September 3, 7:30 p.m. Ethan Wright will speak on
antiquefishing equipment.

October 1, 7:30p.m. Del Lobbwill discussLake
Taneycomo minimumflow.

November 5, 7:30 p.m. Chuck Tryonwill givea
presentation on smalmouth fishing.

December 3, 7:30 p.m. 7:30 Photo contest
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