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KENT CAMPBELL SPEAKS
AT MAY MEETING

At our May meeting, Kent Campbell made apresenta-
tion that had been eagerly awaited by MM TU mem-
bersfor severa months. An expert fly fisherman, Kent
managesthe Clearwater Fly Shopin Columbiaandis
extremely knowledgeableabout thelatest devel opments
intackle and equipment. During theevening of May 5,
Kent shared some of that knowledge with us and
brought with him somefine examplesof the new mer-
chandisethatiscurrently available.

Although our economy has been in arecession, ad-
vancementsinfly fishing equipment continueto bemade
at animpressiverate. Kent discussed awiderange of
issuesof interest to us, including the effect theeconomic
dowdown has had on thefly fishing industry. Hewas
very candidin hisdiscussion, and hishonesty and sin-
cerity wasmost appreciated. Attending thismeeting
was an excellent opportunity for each of usto get an
insgder’slook at anindustry weareal deeply interested
in.

Someof theitemsKent brought with himwereaSage
SLT490-4rod, RossCanyon Big Gamered inthenew
gold color, Ross Gunnison 2 reel inthe blueand black
“seasplash”, C&F fly boxesin several sizes and de-
signsincluding thewaterproof boxes, Cortland’snew
555linein 4 through 8 weightsin both gold and sage
colors, Flytech’s Four Season Wader with available

Garry Teeple (right) listens to Kent's presentation

fleece, Thinsulateand Comfortemp liners. Healso dis-
cussed the St. Croix UFT-898 8 weight 3-piecerod,
andWilliam Joseph’snew line of vestsand tackle man-
agement systems.

Kent also played a new wading video produced by
Simmsnamed “Wading Safety.” Heconcluded hispre-
sentation with somewading tips of hisown based on
hisyearsof fly fishing experience. |sthere something
he would like to have added to the Simm’s wading
video? Yes- “Keepthetop of your wadersdry, THIS
just might saveyour lifel”

If you' ve never beento the Clearwater Fly Shop, you
oweittoyourself tovisitit soon. Kent carriesawide
variety of fly fishing merchandise, including somehard-
to-find items like the yarn needed to tie the Mike's
Mohair Leech streamer fly. If you are from
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out of town, be sure to stop by Clearwater the next
timeyou drivethrough theareaon Interstate 70. It is
located at 1206 Business Loop 70 West, Suite M, in
Columbia, andisvery easy to get tofromthe Interstate.
If you' venever had the opportunity to meet Kent, then
you should makeit apoint to stop by and get acquainted.

The URL for Clearwater's Web site is
www.clearwaterflyshop.com and their toll-free number
is(877) 392-3320.

GRAVEL MINING
GUIDELINESON HOLD

By John Wenzlick

Thisletter isin support of additional rulescurrently
proposed by the Land Reclamation Commission of the
Mo. Department of Natural Resourcesto better address
thecommercid mining of ssndand gravel fromMissouri’s
streams.

Theproposed additionsto therulesaredmost identical
tothe* specid conditions’ lisedinthenow defunct Army
Corpsof Engineers (COE) General 404 permit, GP-
34M whichwasmadeavailableto minersin 1995 asan
dternativetothelong, drawn-out Individua 404 permit
process. It was created asthe end result of the 1 and
1/2-year cooperative effort of acommittee made up of
representatives of the gravel mining industry, county
commissioners, regulating agencies (Department of
Natural Resources, COE, EPA), consulting agencies
(Missouri Department of Conservation, U.S. Fish &
Wildlife Service), and environmental groups(e.g., Si-
erraClub). It wasquickly adopted by industry, largely
due to ease of application. The COE lost authority
over excavation acouple of yearsago asaresult of a
lawsuit. The Land Reclamation Programisonly pro-
posing to take up the mining requirementsthat were
long ago agreed upon by industry — no surprises.

Itisironicthat right after the Missouri Conservation
Commission established anew Wild Trout Manage-
ment Areaon Little Piney Creek, Phelps County on
March 1, 2001that agravel mining operation moved
inlastfal rightinthemiddleof it. Theminingisbeing
done according to its permits but still agood buffer
zone must be kept up and mining must be restricted
during spawning seasonto alow thisto becomeaprize
wildtrout area. Weredlizethat thereisalot of private
land dong Little Piney Creek and that thelandowners
haveevery right to minegravel aongitsbanksbut we
need these new rules to make sure this precious 10
milesof creek getsprotection. We' re surethiswon-
derful resource canflourishaong withthegravel min-
ingif goodrulesarein place.

The above is an excerpt from a letter | wrote to
DNR, on behalf of 1700 Missouri TU members,
supporting the rules changes. | talked to the Mo.
DNRto get an update on the proposal s status. After
thelast hearing they received a lot of |ettersin favor
of the guidelines becoming rules. The Land
Reclamation Commission can now decide whether
to go ahead with the rule making process, modify
the rules or drop the whole thing. They will
probably decide at their July 25, 2002 meeting.

HOT DOG BURN JUNE 4

Theannual Hot Dog Burnwill beheld at Bethel Park
onJune4 beginning at 6:00 pm. Comeearlier if you
want, bring your fishingrodsand asidedish. TU will
provide the hot dogs, buns, soda and condiments.

Thereisno other program at thistime so be prepared
totell somefishing storiesor other made-up stuff be-
cause nobody isgoing to believeyou anyway. Thisis
one of thefavorite events of theyear becausethereis
awaysthe chance of seeing the cook set something on
fireandthekidsdwaysloveit whenthefiretrucksshow

up.

- Curt Morgret



Nicholas Peters, 6, enjoying Kids' Fishing Day 2002
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KIDS FISHING DAY 2002

Although high water conditionsforced the cancellation
of Kids Fishing Day May 18th at Montauk State Park
and Maramec Spring Park, it went on as scheduled at
Bennett Spring and Roaring River.

Kids Fishing Day hasbeen rescheduled at M ontauk
and Maramec Spring for July 27, 2002. Roaring River
State Park will beholding asecondKids Fishing Day
thisyear on September 14, 2002.

Kids Fishing Day istraditiondly thefirst Saturday fol-
lowing Mother’sDay each year at Missouri’ sfour trout
parks. Thisyear at Roaring River done, morethan 1,000
children participatedin the event, and over seventy kids
caught their firg fish ever. Throughtheyears, Kids Fish-
ing Day has devel oped into agreat way to help pass
our sport along to awholenew generation.

PRESIDENT'SMESSAGE
If Trout Were Unlimited

Withdl of thisrain...if trout weretruly unlimited, they
could survivein our backyards, and in the basements of
someunfortunate souls. Therain canceled our club’s
triptotheNorth Fork; actually it ispostponed until the
fal. Many thanksto John for organizing, planning and
especidly calingand calling tolet peopleknow thetrip
wasoff.

[ will think of &l of you at theHot Dog Burnwhilel’min
amountain streaminWV. Itispossibleto do Rainbow,
Brown and Brook in the same day, even wild ones.
Thetreat many loveisindigenous Speckled (brook)
trout fromasmall Run (creek). Wherewewill fishis
the biggest Black Bear producing county inthe state,
andthey aregetting harder tofindinthewild yet easier
tofind near thecity, gofigure!

Soontherainswill pass, thestreamswill clear and, hope-
fully, dl of uswill beenjoying our favoritepagtime. Good
luck todl, enjoy theburn, enjoy thesummer, and enjoy
thestreams.

- Jeff Witten

MMTU CALENDAR

June4, 2002, 6:00 p.m. at Bethel Park. Carrying
onanMMTU tradition, the Junemeetingwill beheld
againthisyear at Bethel Park. Dubbed “TheHot Dog
Burn” inyearspast by Curt Morgret, thiseventisa
great way to have some outdoor funwith your fellow
TU’ers. Bring asidedish, and don’t forget your
favoriterod and bluegill flies.

No meeting scheduled in July.
August 6, 7:30 p.m. Meeting will be back at

MDC'sFisheriesResearch Facility located at Sta
diumand College, in Columbia.
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