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Tom Ziegler Demonstrates
Deer Hair Techniques

Anoldfriend of oursreturned to Columbiafor theApril
meeting. Tom Ziegler droveinfrom &. Louisto share
someof hisexpertisewith us, and demondrated at length
how hetiesthe Dalhberg Diver. A largegroup turned
out for hispresentation, and we had avery informative
and enjoyableevening.

If youfly fish for warmwater speciesin additiontotrout,
you know that the Dahlberg Diver isan extremely ef-
fective fly. You may also know that the “ standard”
method for tying the Dalhberg Diver isjust wrapping
theclump of deer hair threetimeswith thethread, then
dowly increasing pressureuntil thecdump flaresand spins
around the hook shank. Tom prefers to use another
method when tying thisfly, however. Themethod he
uses isthe Lacey Gee Method, which can best be de-
scribed as tying the deer hair to the hook via a half
hitch.

Tom originaly learned the method years ago when he
saw Jerry Jarosik demonstrateit at an Ozark Fly Fish-
ersmeeting. At that meeting, Jerry mentioned abook
that featured the technique, and Tom later obtained a
copy from Tom Hargrove'sfly shopin St. Louis. The
book, Practical Fliesand Their Construction, waswrit-
ten by Lacey E. Geeand Erwin D. Sias, and was pub-
lished in 1966. Lacey Gee owned Waps Fly at the
time and later sold it to Tom Schmuecker. He also
taught Tom Schmuecker hisdeer hair tyingmethod. Tom
Schmuecker |ater taught the procedureto Jerry Jarosik,

Tom Zeigler tiesafrog-colored Dalhberg Diver, while
Spencer Turner (left) and Jerry Case (center) look on

and it was Jerry who taught Tom Ziegler. If you are
interested in obtaining acopy of thebook; it still canbe
ordered through the Clearwater Fly Shop in
Columbia, or any authorized Wapsi distributor.

While demonstrating to us how hetiesthe Dalhberg
Diver, Tom Ziegler wasusing aRenzetti Sdtwater Trav-
eervise “I haveusad many visesand prefer the Renzetti
Sdtwater Traveler,” Tomsaid. “1t holdsbig hooksthat
don’t budge while doing such things as compressing
deer hair whiletying abassbug. Withitsrotary ability,
| caneadly and quickly spinthevisetolook at theother
sideof thefly, place materials on the bottom of flies,
and so forth. Inthe end, though, vise selection isas
subjectiveasother fly-fishingdecisons. It dwayscomes
downtowhat you tiethemost and how youliketotie.”

(continued on page 2)
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Tomwent onto explainthat the Renzetti Saltwater Trav-
eler also holdsvery small hooks, athough not in*“true
rotary” fashion (that is, wherethehook shank isinline
withthearm of thevise). Thisisnot adrawback tohim,
because Tom never tiesintruerotary styleanyway (i.e.
he doesn't tie by holding the materia stationary and
turningthefly).

It was good to have the opportunity to visit with Tom
again at the April meeting. If youweren't ableto be
there, you may bewondering what Tom hasbeen doing
since heleft Columbia. Well, he' sbeen busy!

Asyou may remember, Tom got marriedin 1996, and
then left hisjob asmanager of Clearwater Fly Shopin
1998totakeajobin St. Louiswith Boeing. A gradu-
ate of Mizzou, he completed his Master of Business
Adminigtration degree at Webster University in 2001.
He and hiswife are the proud parents of a 15-month
old son.

Tomisnow aFederation of Fly FishersCertified Cast-
ing Ingructor. He hastied a three FFF Southern Coundil
Conclaves, one Sowbug Roundup, and will tiethisAu-
gust at the FFF International Conclavein Livingston,
Montana. Hehashad an article publishedinWarmwater
Hy Fishing magazine, and not long ago heeven found
timein hisbusy scheduleto build adrift boat with his
father!

If you' veever consdered building adrift boat, you may
want to get Tom to tell you about his boat building
project. Heand hisdad started building the boat in Janu-
ary, 2000 and finished thefollowing April. It took a
combined 225 man-hoursof time, and they did thework
inhisdad’ sgarage. Thedrift boat they builtisa14-foot
two-man craft which they named The Theodore
Roosevelt. Tom plansto takeit to Montanathis sum-
mer. What about our annual fishing trip to the North
Fork of theWhite May 17-19? Tom sayshe plansto
go on thetrip, but whether or not he bringsthe T.R.
dependsontheriver’swater level that weekend. With
al therainthat’sbeenfalling in the Ozarks recently,
hopefully we' |l get to see that handmade beauty in ac-
tion later thismonth.

Be An Active Member of
Mid-MO TU

When you pay your annual duesto TU, you are
automatically amember of theMid-MO TU chapter.
But | am encouraging you to be an active member
and being an active member ismorethan paying
membership dues.

Anactivemember attendsthe monthly meeting. Why?
WEell, the programs are worth hearing. We have had
presentations by satefisheriesbiologistsand programs
on graphiteand bamboo rod building, fly tying, fishing
trips (the Yellowstone country, Rocky Mountain Na-
tional Park, West Virginia, Idaho, etc.), what’snew in
fly fishing gear, how to carveatrout (from wood), how
tomakeafurledleader...

An active member participatesin chapter functions.
Why? It'sfun. We have anannua dinner in December,
abluegill fishing/picnicin June, an annual trip to the
North Fork of theWhiteRiver (Myron’sRiver of Life)
inMay, and anannua fund raising banquet in February.

An active member participates in chapter projects.
Why? The chapter has accomplished a significant
amount of work on Mill Creek. We' ve planted thou-
sands of trees, worked to stabilize the stream bank,
hel ped survey, participated in fish counts, and worked
toimprovetrout habitat (thosetree sumpsweren’t de-
posited by thelast flood). We help teach afly fishing
classat Rock Bridge High School. Fundsraised at the
annual banquet madeit possiblefor the chapter to as-
sgtinthepurchaseof land and streamfront on Mill Creek
and Capps Creek.

Those are good reasons to be an active member, but
I’ll giveyou onemore: You meet someredly good fish-
ermen and maybego fishingwith them. Inmy rela-
tively short time as a Mid-MO member, I've had
the opportunity to fish with, and learnfrom, guyslike
Bob Hook, MikeKruse, Bill Lamberson, Curt Morgret,
and Kent Campbell (to nameafew in no particular or-
der).



Here'swhat you get out of that: (1) good conversa-
tionsin the car and not just about fishing, (2) fishing
placesyou might not havefished otherwise, (3) tipson
tackle, flies, reading water, techniques, and stream eti-
quette, (4) fun, likewatching MikeKrusecatcha 17"
rainbow out of water you just fished hard and futilely
for 10 minutes (OK, maybethat isn’t exactly fun, but
it' sdefinitely ingtructive), (5) fishing stories(somemight
even betrue), and maybe (6) agood friend and fishing
partner.

Support the TU mission by paying your dues, but bean
active member of the chapter. Cometo the meetings
when you can. Participate in chapter functions. Get
involvedintheprojects. Becomean officer. Best of dll:
get to know a great bunch of men and women with
whom you aready shareacommoninterest.

- by JonL.Dedl

NEW MDC DIRECTOR

On April 10th, Missouri Conservation Commission
Chairman Anita Gorman announced the gppointment
of John D. Hoskinsasthe new director of the Depart-
ment of Conservation. John has been an MDC em-
ployee since 1977 and will assume hisduties July 1,
following theretirement of Jerry Conley. For morein-
formation about this appointment, visit www.
conservation.state.mo.us/news/2002/director.htm
on the World WideWeb.

MMTU CALENDAR

May 5, 2002, 7:30 p.m. Kent Campbell will givea
presentation on the new equi pment now on the market.
Meetingwill beat MDC'sFisheries Research Facility
located at Stadium and College, in Columbia.

May 17- 19, 2002 Annual fishing trip to the North
Fork of the White. We will be staying at the River of
LifeFarm. (www.riveroflifefarm.com).

PRESIDENT'SMESSAGE

Flowers Blooming

They look great, especially reflected in the pool of a
gentletrout stream, that’smy favoriteway to enjoy the
colorsof spring. | especidly liketheway thecolorsrun
and blur inthewaves of adimple, only to be exceeded
by the momentary blending with colors on a trout.

Our April meeting had aninteresting presentation on
Bass Bug tying by Tom Ziegler. Everyone wasim-
pressed. At our May meeting we move from the hand-
madeto the store-bought, hey, everythingin modera-
tion. Kent Campbell will do ashow and tell with new
equipment thefactory repshavefor us. June’'smesting
will betheannual cookout at Bethel Park, bring your
fishing rod and aside dish. Curt callsit the Hot Dog
Burn, he should know, he cooksfor us.

TheNorthfork trip (May 18 weekend) isfilling up but
morearewelcome. CometotheMay meetingtosign
up and get moreinformation onthisgreat way tofish
and meet othersthat like to as much asyou do. Our
December meetingwill includeaphoto contest or show.
Don't hold off contributing because you don’t think you
will win, thisisfor fun! Both didesand printswill be
included.

Our 2003 Banquet isgetting organized. We havethe
place and day, February 27 aThursday night we will
eat/auction/enjoy at theHoliday Inn Executive Center.
John Meyer has volunteered to be chairman and is
counting onyour participation.

SomeMU studentsarein the processof creating atrout
club, they aresearching for like-minded individudsand
aMU sponsor so MU facilitiescan be utilized. Their
|eadership had been attending our Chapter’smonthly
mestings.

Seeyou Tuesday!
- Jeff B. Witten
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