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Missouri Governor Bob Holden and First Lady Lori Hauser
Holden taking their sons Robert and John D fishing at Bennett
Spring State Park on March 1st. This year marked the third
season opener the First Family has spent at Bennett.

SPRING ISA GREAT TIME
TO TAKE KIDSFISHING

Inthisday and age, it ismoreimportant than
ever tointroducekidsto fishing whilethey areyoung.
Expertstell usthat if achild doesnot fish by thetime
they reachtheageof ten, thenthey will likely never fish

intheir entire lifetime. Finding the timein our busy
schedulesto take kidsfishing isnot easy, but it'svery
important.

Herein Missouri, we have someterrific places
to take kids fishing. Some of the best are our state’'s
trout parks.

In addition to Bennett Spring, Maramec
Spring, Montauk, and Roaring River, thereare several
lesswell known privately-operated trout fishing areas
in Missouri. Theseinclude Crystal Lake Fisheries,
Crystd Springs Trout Farm, Dogwood Canyon Nature
Park, High Adventure Ranch, Rainbow Run Trout Park,
Rainbow Trout Ranch and Gun Club (Rockbridge),
Spring Valley Trout Ranch, SpringRise at Westover,
Troutdae Farm (currently being renovated), WindRush
FarmsTrout Stream, andtheY MCA Trout Lodge. Al
except Crystal Springs and Spring Valley have Web
sites, so more information about them is as close as
your compute.

A specia day coming up that you may want to
make plansforisMay 17th. That isthe day Bennett
Spring, Maramec Spring, Montauk and Roaring River
will becdebrating“Kids FishingDay.” Volunteersfrom
theMaramec Spring Trout Fishermen’sAssociationand
other groups will once again be joining with the
Department of Conservation to makethisannual event
avery specia timefor young people. Onthat day, kids
15 and under will receive afreedaily tag, and “Kids
Only” fishing areaswill offer kidsan excdllent chanceto
cachtheir firgt fish.

Whether it'savisit to one of the trout parks,
oneof Missouri’ sother finetrout areas, or just alocal
bluegill pond, plan now to take akid fishing soon.



SPENCER TURNER’S
RETIREMENT A BUSY ONE

Last November, Spence Turner wrote a
fascinating articlefor our newdetter. Init, hereveaed
how he was abl e to bring about the winter trout park
catch-and-release season during his years with the
Missouri Department of Conservation. That articleleft
many readers wanting to learn more about Spence's
career. Recently | had the opportunity to visit with
Spence and discuss both hiscareer and hisretirement
years.

When Spence started with MDC on February
7,19609, trout fishingin Missouri basically consisted of
eight months of put-and-take at Bennett Spring,
Maramec Spring, Montauk and Roaring River. Today,
Missouri dso hastrout management areas, specid trout
management areas, winter urban trout areas, and wild
trout management areas. Thetrout management areas
are on Capps Creek, the Current River, Eleven Point

River, Little Piney Creek, Roaring River, Roubidoux
Creek, and Stone Mill Spring. The special trout
management areasarefound onthe Current River, Lake
Taneycomo, the Meramec River, NianguaRiver, the
North Fork of the White, and Roubidoux Creek. The
urban winter trout areas are various lakeslocated in
KansasCity and St. Louis. Thewild trout management
areasareon Barren Fork Creek, Blue Springs Creek,
Crane Creek, the Eleven Point River, Mill Creek, the
North Fork River, and Spring Creek. And, of course,
we have thewonderful catch-and-release season at the
trout parks during thewinter now. When you compare
the*before” picturetothe”after” pictureof Spence's
career, thedifferenceisgtriking. Although hewill bethe
firsttotell youthat hedidn’t accomplishal thissingle-
handedly, itiscertainly safeto say that if Spencer Turner
had chosento take ajob with adifferent stateback in
1969, we would not have nearly the trout fishing
opportunitiesin Missouri that we enjoy today.

Growing up in Wisconsin, Spenceloved wild
trout fromthe earliest yearsof hischildhood. When he
cametowork in Missouri, hehad ahunch that our state
might have potentia for wildtrout. 1t wasn'tlong until
hishunch was proved to be correct.

During an early visit to Spring Creek, hewas
sitting onaSycamoretreeroot wad watching thewater
for quite sometime. Then, to hissurprise, a20-inch
trout cameout. It wassoon followed by others. Awhile
|ater, afisherman camewalking downthestream. When
thefish became awarethat theangler wasapproaching,
they all quickly disappeared. “1 wishthey’ d stock more
trout here,” the angler remarked before moving on.
Fifteen minutes after the fisherman left, the fish all
reappeared. Spencewasintrigued. Nooneat MDC
knew anything about thetrout that werelivingin Spring
Creek. When helater researched the history of Spring
Creek, he learned that trout had once been stocked
there. However, no stocking had taken placein over
twenty years. What Spence had discovered wasaself-
sustaining wild trout popul ation right herein Missouri.
The ramifications of that discovery were not lost on
Spence.

What we trout anglers see today in Missouri
aretheresultsof hislife' swork. Lookingback onhis



career, itiseasy for usto consider Spenceaninspired
visonary. However, heisvery humbleand ingststhat
hewasmerely atypical stateemployeejust doing his
job. Bethat asit may, to hiseverlasting credit Spence
had the ability to recognize potential inour coldwater
resourcesand to develop it. Back intheyears1971-
76, he was able to put some very positive thingsin
motion for usand later to bring them to fruition. His
atitudewas, “Wecan haveit dl with good management.”
Over theyears, thiseventudly cametruefor us. Today,
through good management, we here in Missouri do
haveital.

Although Spenceis now retired, hiswork is
being carried on by avery worthy successor. This, too,
isacredit to Spenceandissomethingweal owehima
big debt of gratitude for. Spence has always done
whatever he could to hel p educatethe public about trout
and coldwater conservation. Years ago, after one of
Spence's presentations at an elementary school, a
student came up and spoketo him. “I want your job,”
theyoung man said. Spencesmiled andthetwo quickly
hitit off asfriends. Later, Spence becameamentor to
that student and one day he actually did get Spence's
job. That young man’s name was Mike Kruse. He,
too, isworking hard to improvetrout fishing for usin
Missouri and is having a brilliant career of hisown.

AsMikecarrieson at MDC where heleft off,
Spenceisthoroughly enjoying hisretirement years. He
isaproud grandfather and devotesmuch of histimeto
his family. He continues to fish when he can, and
occas ondly takestripsto destinationslikethe San Juan
River. Spenceisagifted writer and continuesto write
articlesfor gameand fish magazineslike Outdoor Guide
and Mid West Fly Fishing. He is an officer of the
Outdoor Writers Association of America and a key
member of Trout Unlimited’s national Embrace-A-
Stream Committee. And, of course, heisavery active
member of Mid-Missouri Trout Unlimited.

“I"m having a ball,” Spence says about
retirement. Because of themany thingsheaccomplished
during hiscareer, we Missouri trout anglersare having
aball, too. Thank you, Spence!

PRESIDENT'SMESSAGE

Spring IsHere

Isn'tit great? Why areyou reading thiswhen
you could be doing your spring-cleaning? Clear
windows help you seethe beautiful outdoors. There
aretwo kinds of fishermen, thosethat get their chores
done before go fishing, and then there arethe others.

| hopeyou are planning your next trip. If you
attended the Banquet, you had agoodtime. Thechange
of venuewasabig step up, food wasgood, music was
alittleloud, auctioneer was exciting and theroomwas
amost full. The Chapter’s net income was up more
than 20%.

John Meyer and histeam did avery good job.
Weall oweabigthanksto all of them. But what they
would want more than that would be more of your
involvement next year. To be successful wecan'tleave
people in the same role of responsibility too long or
they burnout. 1t happens.

| can tell you that being involved isfun and
rewarding. You get to know other peoplealot better
andyou'll find that to be special. Enough said.

At the April Fool’s Day meeting we will be
entertained by Dr. Kleopfer and adide show of arecent
trip. This will also be a trade/sell equipment
meeting. Bringwhat you want to trade or bring some
Spare money.

Seeyouthere.

Jeff Witten

MMTU CALENDAR

April 1,2003 Dr. Lynn Kleopfer will present adlide
show about arecent cuthroat trout fishing trip hetook
tothe Middle Fork of the Salmonin Idaho.
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President: Jeff Witten 573-442-1516 Cross Currents, the Mid-Missouri Chapter
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VicePresident Bob Suits 573-445-6082 tion of approximately 300. Regular chapter
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Resources: MikeKruse 573-875-2033 dium and College in Columbia, Missouri.
Conservancy: Curt Morgret 573-446-4776 Meeting timeis 7:30 p.m. Seethe newsletter
Member-at-large.  Spencer Turner ~ 573-474-6477 for any changes.
Banquet: Curt Morgret 573-446-4776 | _

) nternet:  www.tu.org

Program: BillLamberson ~ 573-445-6224 www.agron. missouri.edu/flyfishing/mmtu.html
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