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NEW LOGO UNVEILED

To signal the progress we have made in
promoting coldwater conservation in recent years, our
chapter has adopted a new logo (shown above).
Designed by M.M.T.U. member Tom James, thelogo
hasacontemporary stylethat’ svery muchintunewith
national T.U.’snew logo. Thelogo doesan excellent
job of illustrating thefact that, whilewearelocated in
Columbia, the reach of our coldwater conservation
effortsisstatewide.

Asmany of you know, Tom James' love of
trout fishing hasledto hisinvolvementin savera specid
projects, including “Fly Fishing Missouri’s Trout
Streams.” This60-minutevideo servesasan excel lent
introduction to thefinetrout fishing our state hasto
offer. Whiletresting theviewer to some of Missouri’s
most beautiful scenery, the video presentsimportant
“wheretogo” information, and includes somevery
interesting interviewswith Missouri Department of
Conservation employees. Tom hasalso produced a
nice streamside guide to accompany the video.
Together, theguideand video areava uableresource
for thosewho want to enjoy Missouri trout fishing to
thefullest. To help distribute” Fly Fishing Missouri’s
Trout Streams,” Tom aso hasaWeb sitelocated online
at www.blackdogsports.com.
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BANQUET PREPARATION
WORK CONTINUES

The banquet committeeisworking long and
hard to make our 2003 banquet the best one ever.

It takes a large number of people working
diligently behind the scenesto makeabanquet asuccess.
When these peopleall do their jobswell, the banquet
comesoff without ahitch and everyonehasagreat time.
Itisno easy job, though, and our banquet committee
deservesalot of credit for their efforts. If you' dliketo
help, there' sl timeto volunteer by caling Curt Morgret
at (573) 446-4776.

This year’s banquet will be held Thursday,
February 27th, at the Holiday Inn Executive Center in
Columbia



LAMBERSON KEEPING
RODBUILDER’'SART ALIVE

M.M.T.U. member Bill Lambersonisaman of
many talents. Oneof thosetalentsisthetime-honored
art of bamboo rod building. Fortunately for our chapter,
itisataent that Bill iswilling to sharewith others.

Every year a our annua conservation banquet,
one of themost highly sought-after itemsisabamboo
fly rod custom-built and donated to the chapter by Bill.
Considering thelarge number of hoursof work it takes
to build arod, along with thehigh cost of thetop-qudity
materiasBill uses, thisisatruly generousgift. Togive
such agift year after year is atestimony not only to
Bill's generosity, but also to his dedication to the
coldwater conservation work that our chapter does.

Eachof Bill’sfinebamboo fly rodsisawork of
art, and owning such arodissomething that nearly every
fly fisher would liketo do someday. Althoughonly one
personisfortunate enough to take Bill’ screation home
after the banquet each year, everyone attending can
enjoy admiringitwhileit’sondisplay prior tothebidding.
Oneof thetopicsof conversation at the banquet every
year isBill’slatest masterpiece and how it wasmade.
Whether it’s a custom double shotgun, an expensive
Swisswatch, or afinebamboofly rod, peoplefind the
craftsmanship involved to befascinating.

Bill hasobtained hisrarerodbuilding skillsby
attending gatheringsof rodbuilders, reading rodbuilding
booksand magazines, and through hands-on experience
spanning three decades. He is a friend of Harold
Demarest of the CharlesDemarest Company, whichis
oneof thetwo magor importersof high-quality teastick
bamboo from China

The taper of arod is very important and
determines the critical characteristics of a rod's
performance. Many were originated by legendary
buildersof daysgone by. Some of thetapersBill uses
weredeveloped by Lyle Dickerson, Everett Garrison,
Pinky Gillum, Paul Young, and Jm Payne.

Culmsthat are in the process of aging. These are imported
from Chinaand each will make one or two rods. They are
twelve feet long and about 2 1/2 inches in diameter. They age
two to five years before Bill uses them.

The culm is being split into strips about 1/4 inch wide in
preparation for planing.
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Each strip is planed into a tapered triangular strip about four
feet long, depending on rod length. A set of six matching
strips is glued together to form the hexagonal rod section.



This device is used to bind together the six stripsin the rod
section after glue has been applied. It wraps the section
with thread under high tension. Each section is wrapped
going each direction to minimizetwisting. Thewrapsare
about 1/4 inch apart.

A satisfied client of Bill’s. Therod isan eight-foot, six
weight, and weighs about four ounces. Thefishisan
eighteen-inch cutthroat from Yellowstone L ake.

Bill isrecognized today asoneof our country’s
expert rodbuilders, and haswritten anumber of articles
that have been published in bamboo rodbuilding maga:
zines. He serves on the board of directors of agroup
that soonsorsan annud gathering of southernrodbuilders,
and he sponsors an event which encouragesthe devel -
opment of new tapersfor bamboo rods.

Thehey day of bamboo rods ended when the
embargo of tradewith Chinastarted in 1949. In 1973,
the embargo waslifted, but by then bamboo rods had
been replaced by rodsmade of fiberglassand graphite.
Therefor atimeit looked likethe art of bamboo rod

building would belost forever. However, afew dedi-
cated individua ssuch asBill havemanaged to keep the
oldtradition aive, and currently thereismuch renewed
interestinthisart.

Today, inadditionto Bill, thereareseverd other
bamboo fly rod builderslivingin our area: Barry Kling
and Terry Finger in Columbig; Brian BowlesinAshland,
David Dziadosz and Kurt Schenewerk in Jefferson City;
Steve Trautweinin Independence; and Mike Biondo,
Ken Grainger, Rick Funcik, Tom Petersand some oth-
ersaround the St. Louis area. At last year’s banquet
Brian Bowlesfollowed Bill’slead and donated to our
chapter oneof hiscustom-built bamboo rods (thevery
proud and grateful owner of whichisyour newd etter
editor).

At the conservation banquet next month, take
advantage of the opportunity to seefor yoursdf up close
therod Bill donated to the chapter thisyear. Youwill be
thoroughly impressed by thefineworkmanship and at-
tentionto detall that isthehalmark of Bill Lamberson’'s
rods. Also, itwould beniceif you' dlet Bill know that
you appreciate him generously donating arod every
year to our chapter’sbanquet.

MMTU CALENDAR

January 7, 2003, 7:30 p.m. Dean Andersonfromthe
ColumbiaCommunity Stormwater Project (CSWP) will
make a presentation on new EPA regulations. The
CSWP hopesto increase understanding of the pres-
suresthat our streams currently face dueto non-point
source pollution and development. 1t a'sohopestoform
acodlition of like-minded organizationsto hel pidentify
viable strategiesfor reducing non-point source pollu-
tioninand around campus.

February 4, 2003 Gary Kulawill present aprogram
onfly tying. Gary isoneof themost innovativetyersin
thearea.

February 27, 2003 (Thursday) Annua banquet.
Holiday Inn Executive Center, Columbia
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