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DAVE MURPHY CHOSEN
AS THE NEW EXECUTIVE
DIRECTOR OF CFM

A littleover ayear ago, wewere heartened to learn
that fellow MM TU member John Hoskinshad become
thedirector of theMissouri Department of Conservation.
Now comesword that Dave M urphy hasbecomethe
executivedirector of the Conservation Federation of
Missouri. Thisisterrificnewsfor thoseof uswho care
deeply about conservation and our state’s precious
coldwater resources.

Asmany of you remember, Dave was president of
our T.U. chapter in 1992 and 1993. Inthelate 1980s,
he served as our first banquet chairman and wasvery
activein the banquet committee up until September,
1993, at which time hewent to work for the National
Wild Turkey Federation asaregiona director.

Daveworked on several volunteer projectswith us,
including Mill Creek and Spring Creek (wherealarge
sgn4till commemoratesour work). Heand MikeKruse
received regiona FFF recognition for their successful
efforts to rally the clubs and obtain funds for key
acquistionsonMill Creek, Barren Fork, and e sewhere.
In 1994, the Conservation Federation of Missouri
bestowed itsprestigious* Conservation Organization of
theYear” award on our T.U. chapter. When wewon
that important award, it was the first time a fishing
organization had ever receivedit. Theeffortsof Dave
and Mike greatly hel ped to makethat possible.

Davewasoriginaly from Lewisand Clark counties
in northeastern Missouri, and graduated from Canton
High School in 1972. That same year he came to
Mizzou, and in 1976 he earned a BS in Forestry,
Fisheriesand Wildlife. Heearnedan M Sin 1983.

Daveworked for fiveyearsdoing wildliferesearch
for the Missouri Department of Conservation.  From
1989 t0 1993, Dave worked for the ColumbiaPublic
Schoolsinthe central science officeand taught at the
Center for Gifted Education.

(Continued on page 2)



During histen yearswith the National Wild Turkey
Federation, Dave' smain responsibilitieswerebuilding
local chaptersand conducting fund-raising banquets.
Herein Missouri, NWTF grew from 12 |ocal chapters
to 72 under Dave sguiding hand.

In hisnew position, therewill be many demandson
Dave'stime. Hopefully, hewill still findtimetofish.

Davefishesprimarily with afly rod, but admitsto
beinga“socid spinfisher” upon occasion, likerecently
when floating the Nianguawith family membersfrom
Sweden (hiswife, Gunilla, isfrom Mamo on the south
coast of Sweden, and both of their daughterswereborn
there). Dave sfavoritefly rodisabeautiful custom 8-
ft. 4-wt. built from aSageblank by afriend. Hedtill ties
fliesonthesameRegal visehewon after amemorable
bidding battlewith Ken Foster in the grand ballroom of
the Tiger Kensington at aTU banquet many yearsago.

Davelovesevery bit of trout water in our state. His
specid favoritesareMill Creek, theupper Current River,
and the North Fork of the White. Bennett Spring will
awaysbespecid to him, asthat iswherehisdaughters
learned tofish.

If you'd liketo wish Davewell in hisnew job, he
will be speaking at our next monthly meeting on
September 2 in Columbia. It will beagreat timeto
reminisce about some of our big projectsin the past,
andtolearn moreabout what we can hopeto accomplish
in the future by working with the Conservation
Federation of Missouri.

CHPRINGSCREEK: TROUT “agiT AT
IMPROVEMENT PROJEST
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NORTH FORK OF THE
WHITE RIVER FEATURED
IN VIDEO

Autumnisideal for trout fishing, and about thistime
every year many members of our T.U. chapter start
planning atrip to the North Fork of the White. The
North Fork is one of thetop 100 trout streamsin the
nation, and has the largest population of wild trout
anywhereinthe Midwest.

TheNorth Fork isthe subject of an excellent video
that wasrel eased by Black Dog Sportsin 2002 aspart
of its“Fly Fishing the Ozarks’ series. North Fork of
theWhite River featuresour chapter’sown Tom James
and Spence Turner, and is“must” viewing for every
seriousMissouri trout angler.

Thequality of thisprofessionally-produced videois
excellent, and the scenic beauty of theriver and the
surrounding area is presented to the viewer
exceedingly well. Unlike somevideosonthe market,
nothing in this video ever comes across as being
phoney or staged. The overall feeling of the video
perfectly reflectsthe“what you seeiswhat you get”
attitude of many people in the Ozark region. Its
genuinenessstandsin stark contrast to somevideos!’ ve
seen from other companies, and isone of thethingsl
really admire about thisvideo.

Asevery Missouri angler knows, thefishing onthe
North Fork is some of our state’'s most exciting and
most challenging. As everyone aso knows, Spence
Turner is one of our state’'s most experienced and
highly-skilled fly fishers. Watching Spencein action
with hisfly rod on the North Fork isboth entertaining
and highly educational for anglersof all skill levels.



Like Spence, the other anglers in this video are
top-rate, and severa of them are professional guides.
All areworth watching asthey fish the North Fork.

Just as Trout Unlimited emphasizesthat itis*“more
than afishing club,” North Fork of the White River is
more than just a fishing video. In one of its more
reflective moments, Spence Turner isshown having an
on-stream conversation with guide Shawn Taylor. In
the conversation, Spence mentionsthat when hefirst
came to the North Fork thirty years ago, there were
trout intheriver but thosetrout had no friends. Hethen
goeson to notethat things have changed dramatically,
and thetrout in the North Fork today do indeed have
many friends. What Spence doesn’t mentionisthat he
himself islargely responsiblefor much of the progress
that has been madeinthisarea. We all owe Spencea
big “thank you” for all hehasdone over theyears. By
appearinginthisexcellent video, Spencewill continue
to helpwinfriendsfor thesefishintheyearsto come.

When fishing the North Fork, many MMTU
members enjoy staying a Myron McKee's River of
LifeFarm. Located at TheFalls, R.O.L.F. hasearned
anexcdlent reputation over theyears. Muchtoitscredit,
North Fork of the White River introducesthe viewer
totheRiver of LifeFarminavery niceway. Myron
McKeeisagreat guy with someterrific stories, and
peoplelooking for aplaceto“get away fromital” will
be hard pressed to ever find a better place than the
River of LifeFarm.

For more information about the products of Black
Dog Sports, you can visit their Web site at
www.blackdogsports.com. For more information
about the River of Life Farm, you can find their Web
gteonlinea www.riveroflifefarm.com.

Myron McKee at The Falls

PRESIDENT'SMESSAGE
School

If your first thought isthat thisword isareferenceto
something fish do, then you have had agood summer.
| hope you haveagood Fall too.

We are closer to astocking of trout in Columbia,
plansaremoving forward.

Something else we are moving closer to is the
bi-annual election. All offices will be balloted by
year-end. Now isthetimeto think of nominationsand
volunteering. Will you agree to run if nominated?
| cantell you that being involvedisfun and rewarding.
You get to know other people alot better and you'll
find that to be special. Enoughsaid.

Interesting programs are planned for upcoming

meetings. Seeyouthere.
- JEFF WITTEN

MMTU CALENDAR

September 2, 2003, 7:30 p.m. Dave Murphy will
be giving a presentation on the Conservation
Federation of Missouri. (See article about Dave on
page 1lof thisnewdetter.)

October 7, 2003, 7:30 p.m. Kent Campbell of
Clearwater Fly Shopwill give apresentation onthe
latest developmentsinfly fishing tackle.

November 4, 2003 (Election Day), 7:30p.m. Elec-
tion of new officers, directors, and newd etter editor.
It'snot too early to start thinking about waysyou can
help makethisT.U. chapter even better. Termsarefor
twoyears.
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Mid-Misouri Chapter
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Officersand Directors- 2003

President: Jeff Witten 573-442-1516 Cross Currents, the Mid-Missouri Chapter
Past President: Tammy Atkins 573-446-4499 of Trout Unlimited newsletter, hasacircula-
VicePresident Bob Suits 573-445-6082 tion of approximately 300. Regular chapter
Secretary: JonDed 573-442-0931 meetings are on the first Tuesday of each
Treasurer MikeRiley 573-817-0631 month, except for July. Themeeting placeis

s . usually the Missouri Department of Con-
Membership: JohnWenzlick 573-634-3096 Servation Fisheries Research Facility at Sta-
Resources: MikeKruse 573-875-2033 dium and College in Columbia, Missouri.
Conservancy: Curt Morgret 573-446-4776 Meeting timeis 7:30 p.m. Seethe newsletter
Member-at-large.  Spencer Turner ~ 573-474-6477 for any changes.
Banquet: Curt Morgret 573-446-4776 | _

) nternet:  www.tu.org

Program: BillLamberson ~ 573-445-6224 www.agron. missouri.edu/flyfishing/mmtu.html
Newdetter editor:  JmWashabaugh ~ 573-893-3807 E-mail: washabaugh@mchsi.com



